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“Prasad traces the development of systems of governance from early to late Vedic times,
paying careful attention to correlating the development of power structures with early tribal
movements and dynamics, shifting geographical horizons, and changes in modes of production and sustenance as these unfold through the diachronic textual strata reflected in the
early sources. An important study that enhances our understanding of early Indian polity.”
Edwin Bryant, Professor of Hinduism Rutgers, State University of New Jersey

Summary
The book critically examines and assesses the literary evidence available through Vedic
and allied literature portraying the nature of Vedic polity, the functionalities of its various
institutions, and the various social and religious practices. The book is not a narrative
but critically examines the nature of changes in a host of these areas that occurred at
each stage of Vedic polity from early Vedic period to post Ṛig-Vedic period. It outlines in
historical perspective the various stages involved in the development of Vedic polity and
Vedic canon and how the two processes have gone along together. It contains extensive
discussions on political system and institutions, religious and social practices as they obtained during the Rig-Vedic and post Rig-Vedic periods. It provides a fresh approach to the
cult of sacrifice and fire rituals practiced by Vedic Aryans along with an in-depth analysis
of the Vedic view of Nationalism, Sovereignty and State as discernible from Vedic texts .The
book also features an extensive discussion on the institution of kingship, administrative
machinery, role of various entities in the polity including the Purohita, the Sabha and
the Samiti, position of women, Varna system and features of tribal kingdoms, such as the
Kuru-Panchalas and Kosala-Videhas. Isolating political and social aspects from the essentially religious character of Vedic literature, an attempt has been made to show with due
corroboration that the tribal polity was not deficient in political content contrary to the
stance of some scholars to depict Vedic Aryans as apolitical and inward looking.
The present book partakes both
the current and previous scholarship on the subject but breaks a
new path with its exclusive focus
on the Rig-Vedic and Post Rig-Vedic polity, together with a balanced
and objective assessment of their
features. It brings all the relevant
and connected issues on to one
platform, and deals with them in a
holistic manner.
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